Eustachian tube An inflammatory involvement of this usually precedes that of the middle ear and the pain is localized in the region behind the angle of the jaw, in front' of the -anterior border of the sterno-mastoid muscle and below the lobule of the ear. It is often preceded by pain lower down in the region of the tonsil, which is felt below the angle of the-lower jaw, in the anterior triangle of the neck; so that there may be a sequence of pain, first below the angle of the Jower jaw, next above and behind it. and then in the depth of the meatus and even still .later in the mastoid. This is the common order of involvement of the middle-ear spaces arising from an infection of the fauces, and the tonsillar region, and in many cases this sequence will be recalled by the patient when the memory is put to the test. It may be regarded as spread of infection by continuity from the fauces and nasopharynx, not specifically related to epidemic colds. On the other hand, in the respiratory infections of the upper, airpassages associated with the exanthemata and influenza. the symptom of pain may be first experienced in the tympanum, due to the greater incidence or effect of the inflammatory reaction here. In the efforts to keep the nasal passages clear and comfortable, the frequent or forcible use of the handkerchief may carry (lie infected products of inflammation into the middleear cavity, and the resulting reaction and engorgement soon reach the limits of their possible distribution before tension and pain become manifest.
Eustachian tube pain may be treated by the frequent inhalation of steam impregnated with tinct. benzoin, co. or menthol, in addition to the methods mentioned below under the heading ' middle-ear inflammation '. 
